MORE ABOUT FINANCE

I later learned that such methods were by no
means unusual where foreign technicians were
concerned, and that barefaced robbery, expropriation
and downright swindling are usually employed
within a few months of a specialist's arrival in the
U.S.S.R.

I was naturally indignant and through the inter-
vention of friends I was enabled to see Sludsky,
secretary of the Communist cell in the O.G.P.U.
and recognised as one of the most important men
in that institution. I interviewed this " great "
man in his office in the O.G.P.U. building on the
Lubianka and he straightway asked me to recount
to him everything that had happened during my
stay in Russia. This I did; he asked questions and
listened intently to the recital. My interpreter was
a Communist well known in the inner circles in
London and Moscow, between which two cities he
frequently travels. This was the longest interview
I have ever had and lasted the greater part of the
day. At the conclusion of our talk Sludsky asked
me to call the following morning and continue.

Next day we arrived fully prepared for a long
talk, and to my surprise found Sludsky in the full
uniform of an officer of the O.G.P.U. He had to
attend some State function in the afternoon.
Apparently even the Bolshevics are not averse to
well-tailored uniforms, for Comrade Sludsky pre-
sented a very smart figure in his dust-coloured
overcoat, cerise decoration, and smart top-boots.
He was called away, but before going told me that
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